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FORVAL COMMENT SESSI ON

MR. PARHAM | think we're going to go ahead
and nove to the comments. W have a | ot of
peopl e -- right now, |ooks about 50 -- who want to
comment. And | would like to start with the
el ected officials.

And | know a representative from Senat or
Wden's office is here. And we'd |Iike to have you

step to the m crophone, please.

COWENTS BY MARY GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. And, Mary Beth, thank you very
much for comng to Portland, to Oregon.

["'m Mary Gautreaux from Senator Ron Wden's
office. And the Senator couldn't be here today,
but he did want ne to read a statenent. As you
know, Senator Wden has spoken out many tines
over the years for cleanup at Hanford.

And he said: "The Departnent of Energy has
been wor ki ng on Hanford cl eanup for nore than 20
years, and at best they have another 20 years to
go, and probably a lot nore. Now, the DCE is
proposi ng to possibly bring even nore radi oactive

waste from other DOE cleanup sites to Hanford for
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di sposal, making this toxic cesspool possibly even
worse. That puts Oregon at risk twice: First,
when the waste is trucked through O egon; and again
when it seeps back into the Colunbia River. |If |
have said it once, | have said it a dozen tines:
Hanf ord should not be turned into a national
sacrifice zone. | amnot satisfied with the
progress at Hanford, and | am absol utely opposed to
DOE bringing nore waste to Hanford, since they have
been unable and unwilling to clean up the
radi oactive ness that's already there.”

MR, PARHAM Next, we would |like to have the
Attorney General Kroger rep. |Is that right?

COWENTS BY BRENT FOSTER

My nane is Brent Foster. |'mhere tonight on
behal f of Attorney General John Kroger. And he was
sorry that he couldn't make it. | think if we
coul d encapsul ate Mary's and Ken's tal k together,
could pretty nuch say "ditto" and be done wth it.
|'"ve been to many of these neetings. This will be
the first representing a state's attorney general;
so hopefully, | don't swear or do other things |ike
that. But sone of that nmay actually be appropriate

when we' re tal ki ng about Hanf ord.
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| do want to point out that O egon Departnent
of Energy, whom Ken represents tonight, is the
agency for the State of Oregon, that is the state's
Hanf ord watchdog. And | just want to thank Ken and
everybody that works for himfor doing a great job.
When the Attorney CGeneral asked nme what's happening
with Hanford, it's Ken and the staff that he works
with that are first to get our call

Just to provide sone brief coments: There's
no question that Hanford is an incredibly inportant
place. And since | went out there for the first
tinme and actually swam a good section of the
Hanf ord Reach. It's sonething |I've done every year
except for last, which | couldn't do it. But next
year, | will be back

So | speak both as a representative and
probably -- | don't know how many people actually
junmp in the Hanford Reach every year. But to ne,
it's something that | don't necessarily savor, but
it's sonmething that rem nds ne of the inportance of
keepi ng -- of keeping our focus on cl eanup at
Hanf or d.

Hanford is inportant not only for salnon, it's
i nportant for downstreamriver users. |It's

i nportant for honoring tribal treaty rights. And
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frankly, the future of what will becone even nore
important: a water source in the future of gl oba
warm ng and water limtations.

The deci sions that we make today carry with
them a sense of legacy that are really unlike many
ot her decisions that we have to nmake today. | nake
a lot of decisions, and the Attorney Ceneral and
many of the agencies represented here nake
decisions. Very few of them have the direct
effects that we can say 10,000 years from now w | |
be significant to the people who live in the
Northwest. This is one of them And so it
el evates the inportance of the decision to a |evel
I think that is very different than nost of the
deci si onmaki ng that we think about today.

Ken is right that what we have in the EISis a
docunent that ought to be a call for a shift in
timng and urgency, focus, strategy and,
ultimately, how we deal with this site. You don't
need to | ook at those maps; | don't need to sit up
here and expl ain what they show you, that the
status quo is unacceptable. The status quo is
unaccept abl e, and shi ppi ng nore waste to Hanford
and adding it on top of the status quo borders

somewher e between i nsane and nmani acal
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These are the things | told ny boss m ght cone
out when he decided to hire ne.

The bottom|line though is, | think we have a
real need to rethink where we are going. The idea
of adding nore waste is legally, ethically, and
noral | y unacceptable, given what is contained in
this EI S

| would just end by urging everyone at the
Departnent of Energy who prepared formal coments
on behalf of the state, | think that the
alternative analysis is there. The proposal needs
to be taken seriously. W do want to see them
anal yzed.

And we would urge the DOE to really take this
ElIS as an opportunity to reach that focus, engage
seriously in the questioning of how the strategies
have been inplenented to date, what's gone w ong,
and cone back with a decision that would be
respected by future generations and sonet hi ng that
they will thank us for and not curse us for.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you very nmuch. Thanks to
the elected officials for being here tonight.

| would like to now turn to the whol e reason

we're here, to hear fromthe citizens. And again,
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|"d ask you to limt your comments to three m nutes
initially because of the |arge nunber of people we
need to hear, and | want to nmake sure we get to
everyone. So we'll give you three mnutes. And
"Il give you a high sign, and if you can finish
up.

And renenber, when we get through this |ist,
you're nore than wel cone to cone up again and again
to make sure you get your comments thoroughly into
the record. Dee and I will make sure that happens.
At sone point, we may take just a finger break for
her and I'll stop for a second. And we'll nove
into that now.

The first person on our list to speak is Jim

McNaughton. Jim

COMMENTS BY JI M Mc NAUGHTON:

My name is Jim MNaughton. | live in
Fai rvi ew. |'ma nenber of the Alliance for
Denocr acy.

Last night, Mary Beth, and tonight, you made a
statenment there will be a noratorium Now you're
saying that there is a docunent in this? | have
never seen a docunent in any of your stuff, in any

of your material. |Is there a docunent, a |ega
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1 docunent, that will stop the transportation of al
2 grades -- A B, C, and Cplus -- across the
3 hi ghways? |s there? |[|'m asking you, Mary Beth.
4 MR. PARHAM We'l| take that as --
5 MR. McNAUGHTON: Can't she answer ny question?
6 MR. PARHAM Mary Beth, do you want to answer?
7 "' mnot sure --
8 MR. McNAUGHTON: |s there a docunent of that
9 I n your statenent?
10 M5. BURANDT: There was a court settlenent in
11 2006. And part of that court settlenent said that
12 there woul d be a noratorium agai nst DOE receiVing
13 waste fromother -- from Hanford receiving waste
14 fromother DOE sites until the Tank C osure and
15 Wast e Managenent EIS was final. Wat DOE has
16 agreed to is extend that noratoriumto the year
17 2022 or when the waste treatnent plant is
18 oper ati onal .
19 MR, McNAUGHTON: Do you have a docunent to
20 back up that statenent? A |legal docunent.
21 M5. BURANDT: Yes. A copy is back there.
22 MR. PARHAM The material is in the room
23 MR, McNAUGHTON: | f there is not a | egal
24 docunent, who can nake that |egal docunent to back
25 up that statenent?
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MS5. BURANDT: There was a docunent filed wth

the court. So it is a legally binding docunent.

MR. PARHAM Charlotte, do we have a copy?
Let's get hima copy.

MR, McNAUGHTON: Thank you very nuch.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. 1Is it Col m Brennan?
Is that right?

COMMENTS BY COLM BRENNAN

My name is Col mBrennan. |'mfrom Beaverton
Oregon. And I'malso with Alliance for Denocracy.

And nmy question is to Mary Beth: Wy do you
want people in Oregon and WAshington to be exposed,
to be jeopardized by nuclear waste that's going to
be shi pped through Oregon and Washington -- | don't
bel i eve what you say about a noratorium we haven't
seen any | egal docunentation -- for the profit of
t he nucl ear industry?

And that's ny comment. Thank you

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Paul Li bby.

MR. LIBBY: | have sonewhat of a solution --

MR, PARHAM  Paul, come up to the m crophone
so we make sure we get everything on the record for

the court reporter. Thanks.

7

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
www.deponet.com



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N Bk

N NN N NN RBP RP R R R R R R R
a A W N b O © 00O N oo 0o M WwWN +» O

Publ i c Hearing February 10, 2010

13
COMMENTS BY PAUL LI BBY:

| have sone answers to the real problemthat
we face. And they were devel oped by Japan after we
dropped the nuke on them And this is spiderwort,
whi ch has a very sensitive detection of the
radi ation. And the Trojan Decomm ssion Alliance
spent all sumrer neasuring around Trojan before it
was destroyed. And we could pick up the radiation
seven mles away fromthat plant. And if that is
happening all over the world, where are we?

| saw the nuke submarine in -- in -- on the
Sound up there. And it scared the daylights out of
me. We had 1500 people there, picketers picketing
it. W had seven small boats around that nucl ear
sub, and they had the sea guns on us.

How do we face the reality of the nukes? Wen
| first saw them | went alnost crazy. And | began
torealize it wasn't nme that was crazy; it was the

whole world. And this, | read in a study of

Trojan. And we found that there was -- right bel ow
Trojan and in the Colunbia, there was -- there was
all these nukes. |'ve forgotten themall now  But

| knew a | ot about nukes.
And | don't want ny kids to grow up in a

nuclear world. And that's -- and we're dealing a
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little bit wwth that. Wat is happening to all the

wor |l d? These plants could pick up the radiation
And we took a mllion sanmples. And | don't know
where it cane from but sonme of the scientists said
that we didn't have enough. And | know that

sci ence demands a lot of -- a lot of testing.

And this was -- Tokyo University devel oped
these plants. And there's KUY7 and KU10. | tell
you, that was back in '78. And the records,
don't know whether there is -- not O egon
Uni versity, but Oregon State. And | know they're
in the Oregon records. And that's about drove ne
crazy.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you, Paul .

MR. LIBBY: And | don't want ny kids grow ng
up in a nuclear world.

MR. PARHAM Next up on the list is Gerry
Pol | et ..

COWENTS BY GERRY POLLET
|"'mGCerry Pollet wth Heart of Anerica
Nor t hwest .
Paul , who just spoke, is 88 years old. And
I'"'mb51. So in 37 years, | hope that | won't have

to be comng to these hearings. |'ve been com ng
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to themfor nearly 30 years.

Unfortunately, under the Energy Departnent's
plans that we're here to object to tonight, we wl
have to train an entire new generation and anot her
generation to be comng to neetings and saying to
our own governnent, "Clean up your ness before you
dunmp nore. It's unacceptable.”

Let's roll the slides. Thanks.

We're here because of the Colunbia River. As
we speak tonight, radiation is also seeping into
the Colunbia River at 1500 tines the drinking water
standard. That's DOE's own annual groundwater
nmonitoring report for the area. 1500 tines the
drinking water standard for radioactive
strontium 90.

You' ve heard about the drinking water standard
tonight. It's set at the level at which if you
drank the water as an adult, one adult out of every
t housand woul d die of cancer. Do that math
your sel f.

When we cl ean up over the next 30 years at
Hanf ord, under the Energy Departnent's plans to not
clean up the billions of gallons of discharges in
the high-level waste tanks, just cover it up and

install the cap, to not enpty the tanks all the way
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and to add nore waste, we recontanm nate the site

and the drinking water. The groundwater which is
going to be used for drinking in a hundred years,
In a thousand years, it's going to be
recont am nat ed.

If I walked into this roomwth a gun and
closed ny eyes and pulled the trigger, it would be
preneditated nmurder. | think you should think
about that and pass that on to the decisionnakers.
Because w t hout any doubt, the evidence shows if
you add nore waste, if you | eave waste to spread
from under your caps instead of cleaning up the
tank | eaks, if you do not renove the tanks, people
will die.

Let's go on to the next slide. That's -- Qur
Ener gy Departnent dunped waste in unlined ditches
t hrough 2004 at Hanford. Wen they issued that
decision, that they say they're just inplenenting,
to use Hanford as a national radioactive waste
dunp, it was to use these unlined ditches. Now at
| east, due to public pressure, they said they're
not going to use unlined ditches. But they're not
willing to goin and dig themup and retrieve
what's in them That's unacceptabl e.

Next slide, please. The voters told

7
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Washi ngton State, "C ean up your waste before you
add nore." Now we know very clearly that the

evi dence shows, you cannot | eave the waste that's
al ready at Hanford w thout recontam nating the
groundwat er to wholly unacceptable | evels, and you
w Il never be able to add nore waste and not
contam nate the groundwater.

Next slide, please. This is carbon
tetrachloride in the groundwater today. The
darkest red areas are 50 times the drinking water
st andar d.

The next slide. In 120 years, you see for
yoursel f how nuch of that is starting towards the
Colunbia River. Again, that's one contam nant, 50
times the drinking water standard. That's just one
cont am nant.

Next slide. Plutonium 239, half-life 24,000
years. Their data shows seeps al ong the Col unbi a
River in a thousand years will be 300 tines the
dri nking water standard fromthe tank | eaks, the
waste that they do not clean up, and the burial
gr ounds.

Next slide, please. Uranium 238 spreading
towards the river 120 years from now, under their

hal f cleanup plan. W'IlIl call it a half cleanup
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plan; it's probably a quarter of a cleanup plan.
Next slide. Let's skip ahead to the
transportation slides. Right there. Three billion

pi cocuri es equal s about 17,000 trucks of radioactive
wast e.

Mary Beth, it is alie to say that the drivers
of those trucks do not get a radiation dose. It is
alie. Your own docunment shows the radiation doses
t hey get.

Next slide. The people stuck in traffic. You
and | and our children and our grandchildren wll
be exposed to these trucks. The Energy Depart nent
has illegally left out of this EIS the disclosure
that it wants to shift highly radi oacti ve waste,
call ed GICC waste, to Hanford, which is its unspent
fuel .

Their estimate for shipping spent fuel to
Hanf ord was 816 fatal cancers along the truck
route, even if there's no accident or terrorist
attack, due to radiation emtted fromthe trucks.
There's their EIS, their data. And notice it says
adults. They left out the children. | care about
t he ki ds.

Next slide shows what happens if there is an

accident with a reasonably foreseeable release from
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a renot e-handl ed pl utoni um shi pnent to Hanford,
which is part of the GICC proposal, at the
intersection of 1-84 and 205. 300 square mles of
Portl and have to be evacuated, a thousand fat al
cancers. You cannot decontam nate 300 square mles
of Portland. W have to stop them

Thank you for being here tonight. Don't stop
here. Keep com ng. Thank you, all.

VMR PARHAM Next on the list is Jan Castl e.

COVMENTS BY JAN CASTLE:

Gerry, you're a tough act to foll ow.

My nanme is Jan Castle. | ama nenber of the
Heart of Anerica Northwest, Col unbia R verkeeper,
and the Union of Concerned Scientists.

Actually, I'"'mglad to get all this
information. |I'mwth Ken. | think that this
gi ves us sone very hel pful confirmation to start to
find a way forward. And | appreciate that, Mary
Beth, fromthe Departnent of Energy. | appreciate
the efforts on the behalf of the Departnent of
Ecol ogy from Washi ngton, the Departnent of Energy
fromOegon. |'mvery proud of their work.

| appreciate all the work that Heart of

Anmerica Northwest has gone to to devel op these
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citizen guides. And just a procedural thing here:
| woul d ask that when you start the procedure for
schedul i ng hearings next tinme, that you start with
Heart of Anerica Northwest in trying to set the
appropriate dates so that they have the prescribed
45 days in order to produce these guides.

This is extrenely hel pful information. It
shoul d cone to people well in advance of the
hearing so that they are prepared and can
understand what they're hearing at the hearing.
Mne arrived in the mail yesterday. That's not
good enough.

So | know the Departnent of Energy has been
responsi ve before in procedural things. | would
ask that you nove Gerry Pollet -- who, believe it
or not, actually has a working relationship with
these people -- to the top of your list so we get
this information in a tinmely manner.

| have detailed comments that | wll submt
el ectronically. For now, very quickly, | would
just say | support conplete cleanup of Hanford to
the greatest extent technically possible. | oppose
all options for |esser renediation and, of course,
maki ng Hanford a national radioactive and m xed

wast e dunp.
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| support renoval of 99.9 percent of the waste
in the tank -- because | understand that |ast
ni ne-tenths percent has the nost hazardous waste in
it -- or to the extent is technically possible. |
realize that will nove on a tank-by-tank basis. |
support starting now for the Departnment of Energy
to plan, fund, and build new capacity for the
vitrification plant, wth the goal of conpleting
vitrification by 2040 or thereabouts. | do not
support the supplenental treatnent options.

| support clean closure of the tank farms, and
ask the DOE to investigate and renedi ate the soil
around and under the tanks to whatever depth of
excavation that is necessary. | understand that
this is atall order. [I'msure it would be the
| ar gest such operation in the country. This is the
nost contam nated area in the western hem sphere.
Sorry, in the northern hem sphere.

So yes, it's going to be a massive job. It's
going to be difficult. And | just would urge you
to keep on it until you find ways to do it safely
and to utilize whatever technol ogy you can come up
Wit h.

So | also realize that pursuing these options

w Il be very expensive. This is the cost of
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nucl ear weapons production and nucl ear power
production. This cost needs to be factored in at
t he begi nning of decisions, not at the end of
decisions. So | would like to see us -- |I'd rather
see us spend noney on conpletely cleaning this up,
which is our noral obligation, than on | oan
guar ant ees for anot her generation of nuclear power
pl ant s.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Next on the list is doria Black,
and she will be followed by Dvija Bertish.

COMMENTS BY GLORI A BLACK:

| have sone rhetorical questions for the

representative. | got a lot of generalizations in
what you said. Sone of the quotes: |In the future,
we W ll need nore detailed nodeling to eval uate

site-specific conditions for making closure
decisions. And | heard a |ot of hard-to-get
information. So nmy question is: Wy are your
conclusions different fromthose, say, of Heart of
Anerica Northwest regarding findings?

Regardi ng the Departnment of Energy, in talking
about going through the 99 percent cl eanup versus

the 99.9 percent, you made reference to, "Oh, well,
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we' ve got to bal ance between the short termand the
long term"” And the short termwas, | believe, the
lives of the workers who woul d be dealing with
this. And | would just like to point out that it

I s because of the |ack of |ong-term planning that
we have to worry about the lives of those people.
And hopefully, we can focus on long termfrom here
on.

| wonder why the Departnent of Energy said,
"Cee, let's wait till 2022." | don't know what's
behind that. Wy did they pick that year
specifically? Whether people just think, "On,
sounds good. Maybe they're really doing sonething
in the neantine."

And ny |ast comment is, | wonder whether
there's anywhere in any of these studies,
particularly concerning the shipnment of nucl ear
wast e, whether what has been taken into account is
energency services for accidents, be they
intentional or not intentional, whether there is
preparedness on the part of our federal governnent
and | ocal governnent all along the routes to take
care of any kind of national energency we m ght
have from any acci dent.

Thank you.
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MR. PARHAM Thank you. Can you tell ne your

first name, please?

MR BERTISH  Dvij a.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Dvija. And after
Dvija, Madya Panfili o.

COMMENTS BY DvVI JA BERTI SH:

I"'mDvija Bertish. I'mwth the Rosnere
Nei ghbor hood Association. W're a conservation
group in Vancouver. |'malso a nenber of Col unbia
Ri ver keeper.

| want to state very clearly that several of
the preferred alternatives proposed for the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent are unacceptabl e.
First and forenost, as many peopl e have already
spoken, we do not want to have any radi oactive
waste trucked into Hanford at all. And
irregardl ess of a noratoriumfor ten years, 20
years, till the year 2022, whatever year it is, it
needs to be conpletely renoved and stricken.

As far as |'maware, the noratoriumis subject
to change. And they could start shipping stuff
even sooner than the date they describe. So it
needs to be legally binding. |If that does not
happen, then | think that the citizens of the
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states of Oregon and Washi ngton have no ot her
option but to sue. And we shoul d.

The Fast Flux reactor needs to be renoved
100 percent, not just entonbed. |In terns of the
tank closure, | agree with several of the speakers
that we need to renove all of it and renove the
shel |l casings fromthe ground as well, |eave no
residue. And that neans digging up the soil and
trying to renedi ate out of the groundwater as well.

There are several new technol ogies fromthe
oi | and gas industries that have not been | ooked at
that are available to speed up the process. And
think this process is far too sl ow.

Get rid of all of the buildings. W need to
have no residue of any nuclear reactor facility for
a nuseum for a public park, for canping, for
sight-seeing. It all needs to be stricken.

Hanford is a harbinger of what an increased nucl ear
programw |l bring to all of us, and people are
going to die fromit as it is right now W owe it
to the future of our entire community, our states,
and our western seaport to get rid of this.

The radi oactive isotopes that are being
rel eased fromplaces |ike Hanford are already

floating past Portland and Vancouver now. So it's
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not acceptable to | eave any of the residue in the
ground. Those are nost of ny coments.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. After Mdya Panfilio

wi || be Loui sa Hanmachek.

COWMMENTS BY MADYA PANFI LI O

My nane is Madya Panfilio.

There is an epidemc of thyroid disease as it
is in the Northwest. And doctors do not even
really know how to not only treat it, but they
don't even know how to test correctly for it. And
we al so have an epidem c of breast cancer. And
much of this is due to Hanford.

How long is this going to take the Departnent
of Energy to do the right thing? The right thing
to do is dismantle conpletely the reactor and do
not allow any nore waste into Hanford. W sinply
do not want our children, ourselves, our Earth to
be exposed any nore than absolutely -- we just
don't want it exposed anynore to radioactivity.

W need to have the landfill closures, not
cl osed actually, because we want -- you can't have
a closure. W need to have conplete cleanup. W

want 100 percent cleanup. Not 99.6, not 99.7. 100
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percent cl eanup.

The preferred alternatives seemto be just a
matter of manipulation. Wen we don't plan well
for the future, and we don't do the right thing, we
have no future.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Louisa, and after

that will be Breena Satterfield.

COWENTS BY LOUI SA HAMACHEK:

| "' m Loui sa Hamachek from Eugene, Oregon. And
"' ma not her.

And |I'mvery concerned about transportation of
nucl ear wast e dangerously goi ng through Eugene on
I-5. | know your maps have showed that you're not
going to be using I-5, but | heard that that could
be different. And | find it horrendous to think
that we could be getting sick and getting cancer
fromjust driving al ongsi de one of the trucks,
unknow ngly. And you have no right to do that to
any citizen or to the aninmals along the way.

| al so am speaking for the animals that |ive
in the Colunbia River Basin. And Eugene sits on
the Wllanette, which isn't downstream of Hanf ord.
But we're doing our best in Eugene to keep the

river clean fromwhat's upstream of us and then
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what we rel ease to go downstream And all al ong
the way, people are working very hard for that.
When it hits Portland and it gets mxed in wth the
Colunbia, it's -- continuously, it's part of our
responsibility to see that it's clean

And we denmand, as part of our Wl lanette
Vall ey citizenship, that Hanford stop rel easing the
radi oactive fluids into the river, and that there
be a 99.9 percent, a 100 percent cleanup of the
waste. And the tanks should not be left in the
ground, and all the fluid should be cl eaned up and
sucked out of the tanks.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Breena Satterfield,
and then Sandy Pol i shuk.

COWENTS BY BREENA SATTERFI ELD
My name is Breena Satterfield. | livein
Portland. | live in the area that is shown on the
map that if an accident should occur at the neeting
pl ace of the 205 and the 84. And nost inportantly,

I"ma nmenber of the human race.

| have a famly; | have grandchildren. | want
themto have fam lies and grandchildren. 1 don't
want them exposed to the 617,000 trucks. | hope |
got the nunber right. | don't want them exposed to
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the air contam nation, the groundwater
contam nation fromHanford. | fear that all of us
have been al ready.

And | would like to point out that none of us,
as a parent, has ever asked a child to go and wash
one hand. It's two hands. You ask themto "CGo
wash your hands." And if they're dirty, they take
a shower as well. Hanford needs to be cl eaned up,
totally and now.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Sandy Polishuk. And

after Sandy will be Sharon.

COMMENTS BY SANDY POLI SHUK

' m Sandy Polishuk. | live here in Portland.
| grew up in Washington state. |'ve lived in the
Nort hwest ny entire life, except for going away to
coll ege for a couple of years.

I was di agnosed with breast cancer when | was
46 years old. That's not considered so young
anynore. Wnen are now bei ng diagnosed in their
thirties, as we contamnate this planet nore and
nor e.

One of the things | find very ironic in this
city, I think in this whole state, if it's

di scovered that your hone heating oil tank is
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| eaking, you are required to conpletely clean it
up. And that neans taking it out of the ground and
removing all the soil under it. They don't care if
it costs you $50,000. | know, $50,000 doesn't sound
i ke much to what Hanford has paid, but we're
tal ki ng about one honeowner. You can take out a
third nortgage if you need to. You've got to do
it; and you' ve got to do it right, too.

We need conpl ete cl eanup, clean closure. This
capping and | eaving the stuff there, |eaving
anything in those tanks, |eaving the contani nated
soil so it can further mgrate into the river is
absol utely unconsci onabl e.

| want to ditto everything that Senator Wden
wote to you and all the other things that people
have been saying. W need a conplete cl eanup, as
much as possible. And it's absolutely ridicul ous
to even think about bringing nore waste to a site
on a river.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Sharon. And after Sharon wll be
Maj a Meyer.

COMMENTS BY SHARON LOQOAI ZA:

| "' m Sharon Loai za. Wiy woul d we even consi der
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bringing in nore radi oactive waste when we still
have not cl eaned up the ness we made a long tine
ago? Do we really want to have trucks traveling up
| -5, through popul ated areas, carrying high-Ievel
radi oactive waste? W talk about fatal cancers to
adults, to children. Well, think about when you
drive down |-5 and see those red-tail ed hawks.
There's wildlife we're thinking about too.

My famly and | are Hanford downw nders. And
we were exposed to radiation through the air,
water, and food we ate. W lived in Herm ston
bet ween 1950 to '56, during the tinme major
radi oactive air rel eases took place. Five years
ago, | was diagnosed with Stage IIl non-Hodgkin's
| ymphoma; ny deceased not her had | eukem a; ny
sister has thyroid disease. W not only experience
the pain and worry of the illness, but we deal with
t he cost of nedical care.

Contam nation of the river was greatest during
the late 1950s and '60s. |In 1956, our famly noved
to The Dalles, where we were exposed to radiation
fromthe Colunbia River. Qur nother often took us
to the Colunbia to swm and we boated and we swam
with our friends. And we regularly ate sal non

caught by the Native Anmericans. And during that
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time, people had no idea; we never thought about
contam nation of the river.

At Hanford, the radioactive build-up within
the reactor was regularly flushed | oose and into
t he Colunbia, along with the water used to cool the
reactive cores. The HEDR -- Hanford Environnental
Dose Reconstruction -- project has estinmated the
radi ati on doses the public nay have received from
Hanford from 1944 to 1992. They figure about
2 mllion people were exposed, either through the

air or the Colunmbia River or both, as our famly

was.
We don't see this radioactive poison as it

silently noves throughout our soil, our water, and

our state. It knows no borders. W live on a jewel

of a planet floating ever so delicately in space.
We depend on this interconnected systemof air,
water, and soil to nurture us now and long into the
future. Are we going to choose as our |egacy a
cl eaner planet with a pristine Colunbia River, or
wi Il future generations see a sign that says, "Do
not swm radiation present"? O even worse, there
will be no sign.

Today, we fight to protect our sal non and we

fight to protect our bald eagles and we fight to
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preserve the Colunbia Gorge. Doesn't it defeat the

pur pose of our efforts if we allow Hanford to be a
nati onal radioactive waste dunp? So let's stand up
and fight to protect all of our famlies and the
environnent. And let's clean up Hanford and cl ose
it forever.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. M ss Meyer, and then
after that wll be Dr. Rudi Nussbaum

COMMENTS BY MAJA MEYER

My nane is Maja Meyer. |'m Sharon's sister.
['"'ma native Oregonian. And | would like to rel ay
my personal story of being a downw nder to Hanford.

| was born in 1949 and lived in Herm ston
until '56. | was exposed, as a baby, to the
radi oactive iodine that Hanford intentionally
released into the air. The exposure affected ne
tenfold through drinking the mlk fromthe cows,
who ate the grass that was contam nated through the
air fromthe Hanford release. Qur famly had a
garden. And we would eat fresh fruit and
veget abl es, grown fromthe ground that was
cont am nat ed by Hanford.

My famly noved to The Dalles in '56. And for

the next 11 years, ny famly and friends swamin
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and ate fish fromthe Colunbia R ver. The Col unbi a

Ri ver was contam nated because Hanford used the
river to cool the reactive cores, and then the
wat er was sucked back into the Col unbi a.

My nother was a fish counter at The Dall es
dam And | renenber going with her one day and
sitting in the fish-counting elevator with the
gl ass wi ndow, watching the schools of fish swi m by
whi |l e she cal cul ated their nunbers by species. |
remenber seeing deformed fish, and she woul d nake a
note of it. And | asked, "Wy are the fish
def ormed?" She didn't have an answer at the tine.

But that experience flashed into ny mnd again
as | read the docunents that were finally rel eased
to the public through the Freedom of Infornation
Act in 1986. | was stunned to read that the
cancer-causi ng radi ati on doses were rel eased from
1944 t hrough the ' 80s.

In *79, during ny physical, ny doctor felt a
lump in ny neck and ordered an ultrasound. They
found a nodule on ny thyroid. And | renenber the
doct or asking, "Have you ever been exposed to
radi ation?"” | said, "No." And then renenbered
this conversation again while reading the docunents

made public in 1986.
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I now have five precancerous nodules and a
goiter on nmy thyroid. | see an endocri nol ogi st
every year for a painful aspiration of the goiter,
and | have had a | ot of expense for nedications.
Wth ny nother's | eukem a, ny sister's |ynphong,
our famly has experienced the pain of cancer.

How many nore famlies in the future wll
suffer with cancer because Hanford continues to be
contam nated? W cannot bring additional
radi oactive waste into Hanford because we haven't
cl eaned up what was dunped decades ago. W owe it
to our children and future generations to clean up
Hanf ord now.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. After Dr. Nussbaum
it will be Kelly Canpbell after that.

COMMENTS BY DR RUDI NUSSBAUM

I do not want to repeat what other people have
said, so |l wll fully endorse what Senator Wden
has said and what the Heart of Anerica has put
together. They did a wonderful | ob.

It's very easy at neetings like this -- and |
have been to too many in ny long life -- to get
ground in lingo of the adm nistrative kind or the

technical one. | want to bring this discussion
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back to a much broader vision of the problens. And
| also think that for citizens, it is inportant to
mai ntain a degree of outrage rather than one of
giving up. And I, therefore, wll not start what |
have to say with friendly words about thanking
everybody, and the Departnent of Energy in
particul ar.

My nane is Rudi Nussbaum I|'ma retired
prof essor of physics and environnental sciences at
Portland State University. And |I'm a nenber,
| ong-ti me nenber of Physicians for Soci al
Responsi bility.

Why does DOE need to truck nuclear waste to
Hanf ord? Because after all these decades of
prom ses, there is no solution for permanent and
safe storage inside. There is no science that even
supports at this point the possibility for such a
safe, long-tinme burial of the waste.

So | want to point out to you that the DCE s
so-called preferred alternative to abandon cl eanup
of Hanford is directly related to a lavishly
financed effort by the entire nucl ear establishnent
to brai nwash Congress and the public and our
deci si onnmakers to accept new governnent-fi nanced

nucl ear power plants as safe and green energy
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producers. Both of these clains are patently
fal se.

| speak here as a scientist who has studied
radi ation health sciences and has worked w th,

i nvestigated, and reported on Hanford downw nders
excess thyroid di sease, cancers, spontaneous
abortions, and others. Such radiation related to
human i njuries have al ways been cynically di sm ssed
by the Departnent of Energy, its contractors and,
unfortunately, nmany corruptible scientists.

Toget her with the undeni abl e | egacy of human
suffering from at nospheric nuclear tests, uranium
m ni ng, the Chernobyl and Three Mle Island
di sasters and so forth and so forth. And nost
recently, we have not heard in nedia or scientific
journals of high standing in this country about the
conclusive findings -- and | say again, conclusive
findings -- of the governnent-sponsored study of
nore than doubl e the chil dhood | eukem a cases in
the immediate proximty of all German nucl ear power
plants. And those reactors are of simlar design
as U S. reactors. However, a conparable, powerful
study has never been conducted here. You may ask
why.

Thank you.
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MR. PARHAM Kelly Canpbell. And after Kelly

will be David Del k. Thank you.

COWMMENTS BY KELLY CAMPBELL:

Thank you. M nane is Kelly Canpbell, and |I'm
the executive director of the Oregon Chapter of
Physi ci ans for Social Responsibility. W're the
| ocal chapter of National PSR, which is the U S
affiliate of International Physicians for the
Prevention of Nuclear War, which was the recipient
of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize for our work to
abol i sh nucl ear weapons and prevent nucl ear war.

The Oregon chapter was founded in 1980 by a
group of local physicians and scientists who
advocat e agai nst nucl ear weapons and for the
cl eanup of the Hanford Nucl ear Reservation. They
al so hel ped to evaluate the health of those
downwi nd and downstream from radi oacti ve i odi ne
rel eases from Hanford. And so the issue of Hanford
cl eanup continues to be an inportant one to our
or gani zati on.

We base our recommendati ons on inplenmentation
of the precautionary principle. And the lay term
for this is sinple: It's better safe than sorry.

The Hanford site is a glaring exanple of what
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happens when policy is fornmed without regard to
this conmon-sense principle at all. W're here
tonight in this room having this discussion, due
to the disastrous consequences of policy w thout
t hought to the public future health -- the future
public health inplications or environnenta

I nplications.

The cl eanup of Hanford now shoul d enbrace the
precautionary principle. And in doing so, it needs
to clean up the site to the highest standards
possi ble to protect human health and the
environment. We woul d associate our comments with
those of Heart of Anmerica Northwest and virtually
everyone who spoke in here tonight about the
speci fics.

| do want to share with you a story. |I'm
wearing a bracelet tonight that was given to ne by
a group of Hi bakusha survivors of the atom c bonbs
in Hroshim and al so in Nagasaki. And in neeting
wi th those survivors, they continue to suffer from
the health effects of what was produced at Hanford,
just as we continue to deal with the problens of
how Hanford has affected our region.

And | wanted to nention this tonight just to

put this hearing and nmy conments into a | arger
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context: That the public health environnenta

probl ens we face here, we don't face al one; we face
with everyone in the world. And we are linked to
the people who are on the other end of the

pl ut oni um t hat was produced here at Hanford.

The only way that we're going to renedy the
situation, the only way that we can honor the |ives
of those lost due to this nuclear radiation --
whet her in Japan, whether fromtesting el sewhere,
or whet her from people here in the Hanford
region -- is to do a conplete and full cleanup of
Hanford, to not bring in any nore nucl ear
radi oacti ve waste to Hanford, and to really
chal | enge ourselves to say how do we inplenment the
precautionary principle in the cleanup of Hanford
and in going forward with respect to nuclear policy
in this country.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. David Delk is next.
After David is Paige Knight.

COVWMENTS BY DAVI D DELK:
Hello. M nane is David Delk. | amthe
presi dent of the Portland chapter of the Alliance

for Denocracy.
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| wanted to, first off, express ny extrene
di sappointnent with the position of the State of
Washi ngton on the issues. | feel |ike they have
just totally rolled over and are not really
representing and advocating for the citizens of the
state of Washington. Having said that, | al so want
to acknow edge that Ken Niles and the State of
Oregon do appear to be representing the citizens of
the state of Oregon. And | want to express ny
great gratitude for their position.

Wien | read the preferred alternatives in this
Environnental |npact Statenent, | was frankly
shocked. | was very disappointed alnost to the
poi nt of not believing what | was readi ng was
actual ly accurate.

Landfill closure is not adequate. Capping
over existing radiation is not adequate. |t needs
to be cleaned up. W want to have the tanks
cleaned to 99.9, virtually 100 percent. Leaving
that potent radiation in the tanks is just
unacceptable. The Fast Flux facility needs to be
removed, not just entonbed. The radiation just
needs to be cl eaned up.

The other thing is that |I'm di sappoi nted that

the Environnental |npact Statenent does not include
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the G eater-Than-C ass-C waste, which has evidently
been shunted off into another Environnental |npact
Statenent to cone |later on. Those things really
cannot be separated, and they shoul d have been
consi dered at the sane tine.

And the last thing is that we cannot add nore
waste to that site. The cleanup nust be conpl et ed,
not just saying that we're going to postpone --
that we're not going to bring nore waste till 2022,

when the vitrification process can actually start.

We need to have that process well, well underway --
in fact, conpleted -- before nore waste goes to
that site.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. After Paige Knight
will be Lynn Ford.

COMMVENTS BY PAI GE KNI GHT:

My nane is Paige Knight, and |I'mthe president
of Hanford Watch here in Portland, Oregon.

The decisions of this Environnental | npact
Statement will affect the lives of this region, of
all of us, for generations to cone. Wat we want
Is the protection of human health and the

envi ronnent for decades -- for the decades and
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1 centuries ahead of us. That neans |l ong-term

2 protection of the Colunbia R ver, our |ifeblood.

3 We do not want contamnants flowing into the

4 groundwat er at Hanford and into the Col unbia R ver,
5 its basin, its farm and, our fishing grounds, and
6 our recreational areas. W want the cleanup to

7 occur now, not to be delayed into the proverbia

8 future of politics that puts these decisions off

9 until the next Congress, the next catastrophe, the
10 next generation.

11 W want to protect our natural resources for

12 now and for the future. W want the Departnent of
13 Energy to fully conply with | egal obligations from
14 now to the final state of the site. W want the
15 | egal obligations to be nore stringent. W want

16 tank waste stored safely in tanks -- new, if

17 needed -- for radioactive waste retrieval in the
18 vitrification facility that is being built and,

19 hopefully, will operate successfully over tine.
20 W want tank waste renoved fromthe existing
21 177 tanks to the greatest degree possible. W want
22 the tank waste treatnent plant to operate as it was
23 pl anned, with two high-level waste nelters and two
24 | ow-activity waste nelters. W have wasted enough
25 time and noney on alternatives that are proving to
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be fatally flawed. W want high-level waste in
canisters stored on site until and if a national
burial ground is decided on.

W want the tank farns ultimtely closed.

Thi s nmeans characteri zing contam nated soils and

cl eaning them up as deeply as possible. W want
the waste fromthe tanks and the piping between the
tanks filled with material that will inmobilize the
waste that remains and that wll keep intruders out
of the site. W want the waste that is di sposed of
on site nonitored for as long as the wastes are

| ethal to humans and the ecosystens that we rely
on. This will be for hundreds of thousands of
years.

We want tank farmwaste in cribs and trenches
to be dealt with in the renove-treat-di spose
manner, rather than by using short-lived caps to
cover the material, which will eventually harm us.
We want all cleanup to be fully protective of the
envi ronnment, maintaining the standard for |ong-term
protection of the Colunbia River, the air shed, the
farm and, and the health of the people of this
entire region.

Many of the contam nants at Hanford will be

lethal. Sone will ebb and peak again over the next
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hundreds and t housands of years. Mich of the waste
we are dealing with will have to stay at Hanford
with no i nmnent repository. Many of the
alternatives of cleanup in this EI'S underestimate
t he anount of contam nation that we are facing and
which will feed the groundwater |eading to the
surroundi ng areas and the Col unbia River for
t housands of years.

We need to demand an aggressive cl eanup and
cl eanup dollars now. Tinme is wasting. Progress
has occurred, but not at the pace needed to protect
our future. This is our decision, should we choose
to demand it and see it through

G ven the centuries of radiol ogi cal and
chem cal threats to the agriculture --
agriculturally productive region of the Col unbia
Ri ver and the Col unbia River Basin, we refuse to
accept the additional burden of adding nore waste
fromother sites to Hanford. Accommopdati ng ot her
nati onal wastes fromthe weapons conplex wll take
untold tinme, noney, and focus off cleanup, denying
us our right to a healthy and safe environnent for
the rest of tinme as we know it.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Lynn Ford. And then
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after Lynn wll be Thomas Layne.
COMMENTS BY LYNN FORD
Hello. M nane is Lynn Ford. | live in North

Portland. And boy, it seens |like |I've been com ng
to these things for a long tine.

| just want to add that | endorse Hanford
Watch' s recommendations. And al so, once again,
when | cone here, | hear the Oregon Departnent of
Energy. And | say, "Well, all ny tax noneys don't
go to waste."

One thing is that, sonething | renenber
hearing at sonme previous neeting -- They all blur
by now, I'msorry. But people started questioning
whet her the DCE can even do this. The real duty,
the real purpose of the Departnent of Energy is to
pronote nucl ear weapons. That's what it's about.
That's why we have the enpire, and that's why we do
what we want in the world. Wen | say "we," | nean
the United States governnent. And cleanup is just
not the sane kind of job.

On the other hand, you' ve just seen, what,
ei ght years of, you know, how bad the EPA can be
al so, which | used to think had sone kind of -- So

| don't know. | think we need to rel ook at this.
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This is arerun, in away. Although | wll say
that | know from Pai ge Kni ght and ot her people on
t he Hanford Advi sory Board are endeavoring to work
out solutions. It has inproved; it's really not as
bad as it was when we started. But it's just not
near fast enough.

And | have to say, 2022 for the end of the
nmoratorium Some woul d | ook at actuarial studies
and say, "Well, nost of those people will be dead
by then, so we don't have to worry about it." And
| do want to say | have conpassion for the fol ks
who are downwi nders and so on, who actually know
how nuch they have suffered. The rest of us are
here, waiting to find out.

| just -- It's conpletely amazing to ne that
the Departnent of Energy fol ks, who have been
dealing with this, and I think they're very hard
wor kers.  You know, there's sone good, honest
engi neers. But how they can stay dedicated to
their mssion. | nean, when they get done, naybe
they can nane the whole thing after President
Ahmadi nej ad of Iran, because he's the only person
in the world that is dedicated to things.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. After Thomas Layne
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w il be Ml ba.
COMMENTS BY THOVAS LAYNE:
My nane is Thomas Layne. |'mhere as a
citizen. And | live in Brightwod, Oregon. | also

lived for several years in Washington before noving
to Oregon.

| have a stepdaughter who worked at the
Hanford plant in the late '60s. In the early '70s,
she assured ne that the Hanford plant was cl ean and
was of no danger to health. "Hey, Tom it's okay."
But now, of course, we know very well that it is
not clean, it is not healthy, and certainly it
isn't okay.

And the Hanford Nucl ear Reservation is said to
be the nost polluted piece of |and on the pl anet.
It's a deadly risk to the lives of nen, wonen,
children, animals, and fish that live in the area
at the sanme tine nuclear waste is |eaching into the
envi ronnent .

So it astounds ne that this hearing is even
bei ng held, this whole series. Whatever the
justification for Hanford's existence as far as the
Wrld War |1 war effort, including the dunping and

buryi ng of nuclear waste that continues to poison
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the air, ground and water, the governnent you
represent created this pestilence in our mdst.
And your job is to fix it. You don't need a
hearing to establish that fact.

| read in this norning' s newspaper that this
life-threatening pollution will be a risk for the
next, what, several thousand years. And you're
concerned about the cl eanup expense perhaps rising
to a hundred billion dollars. Well, in this era of
the multitrillion dollar budgets, it should not be
so difficult to earmark an annual anount to
continue the cleanup of Hanford. Even if it takes
several thousand years.

There's a serious discussion today about doing
a bit nore Dand C -- that's dusting and
cleaning -- of the site. And that is sinply, what,
capping it all and wal ki ng away, know ng that this
is not going to end the risk of deadly radiation to
the local environnent and its citizens.

Wen | was a child, | was taught to clean up
after nyself. Be that as it may, ny bike and wagon
on the front |awn, the chaos in ny bedroom the
mlk that | spilled on the kitchen floor. | was
not allowed sinply to walk away with a job half

done or not tended to at all.
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You guys nade this ness, your predecessors
did, the governnment that you work for. You as
current nmenbers of that governnent have inherited
this nmess as well as the high noral inperative to
clean up your ness that is still festering in our
backyar d.

| lived in Germany for several years. And not
far fromwhere | |ived was a nucl ear plant that had
been deactivated at the request of the | ocal
citizenry. | was astonished to see what they did
toit. They nade a thene park. The tower was a
climbing wall. [It's astonishing what you can do.

| want to finish wth a question: Do any of
you live in the Hanford Nucl ear Reservation
nei ghbor hood? Do you have or do you know any
children that live there? Friends or famly?
Well, if not, I"mnot surprised. But if you do,
and you follow through with this kind of a plan,
then your hearts are bolder than | could ever
I magi ne.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. After Melba will be
Chuck Johnson.
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1 COWMENTS BY MELBA DLUGONSKI
2 My name is Mel ba D ugonski, and | live in
3 Por t | and.
4 The first hearing that | attended regarding
5 Hanf ord was 22 years ago. M son was five years
6 old. At the time we were given a |lot of prom ses.
7 W weren't going to have any open dunpi ng anynore
8 and all that sort of thing. And | consider that
9 the fact that they keep on having these hearings,
10 year after year, maybe a little bit of this gets
11 changed, a little bit of that gets changed. But
12 basically, it's all the sane thing.
13 They're pretending to listen to us. And |I'm
14 really not sure why they spend the thousands or
15 hundreds of thousands of dollars it takes to print
16 all that stuff and to bring people here and rent
17 these roons and that sort of thing, when they
18 really have no intention of listening to us or they
19 woul d have 22 years ago, because we were talking
20 about it then and we were all saying the sanme kinds
21 of things that we're saying now.
22 ATTENDEE: Because it's the law, they have to.
23 M5. DLUGONSKI: It's the |aw, they have to.
24 | think the Departnent of Energy has nade an
25 enor nous nunber of m stakes through the main
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deputies. |'msure sone of the people who are
responsi bl e for sone of those decisions are very,
very sorry. |'d like to hear the Departnent of
Energy say, "W're very sorry. And we're going to
be wlling to do what it takes to nmake up for the
m st akes that we have admtted that we're making,
and not turn around and bring sone nore stuff here,
even if -- whether or not what we already have here
gets cl eaned up."

| know that nost of the things that | m ght
want to say were said over and over again, and
we're all repeating one another. And | wll just
echo the things that Mss Castle said and the Heart
of America people, et cetera, all things | agree
Wit h.

The only thing I can think of that hasn't been
mentioned is what kind of surveillance and
mlitarization we m ght have to have if we're going
to have that many thousands of trucks carrying
terrorist harvest through our nei ghborhoods t hat
can light out forever 300 square mles. They're
supposed to be little logos on them so they are
targets. | nean, they have target signs painted on
t hem

So what responsible thing would our governnent
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try to do to protect us fromterrorist activity in
this kind of situation? I'mnot sure. | don't
think any -- And | think that it's tinme for us all
to get out in the street, block the freeway,
what ever the hell it takes to stop these people
from doi ng these things.

|'ve been coming here for 22 years. |I'mtired
of comng toit. I'mtired of being ignored. And
I"'mtired of the fact that not only do we as people
not matter, that the other animals and plants and
what ever do not matter. There is no consideration
for what the cost of new power plants, new weapons
that are going to produce nore and nore of this
crap. And nobody knows where to put it. And no
one is standing up and saying that these parts
bel ong t oget her.

At this hearing, |'mnot supposed to be
tal ki ng about those things because that isn't in
t he Environnental |npact Statement. You see,
nobody is allowed to bring the parts together. But
we have to, as human beings, stop it.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Chuck Johnson. And

after Chuck will be Cherie Hol enstein.
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COMMENTS BY CHUCK JOHNSON:

I "' m Chuck Johnson. |'m a board nmenber of the
Col unbi a Riverkeeper. | live here in Portland,
Oregon. And I'ma lifelong O egoni an

| see this Draft Tank C osure and Waste
Managenment EI'S as a nmjor step backwards in DOE' s
approach to clean up the Hanford site, at a tine
when such good progress has been nmade in the river
bank cleanup. And it is just really extrenely
di sappointing to see a decision like this -- or a
reconmendati on come out like this.

And the thing that just nystifies nme the nost,
| have to say, just seeing the U S. DCE do this.
Yeah, it's disappointing. But we have a |ong
series of disappointnents in dealing with U S. DCE
So it's not as surprising as the reaction of the
State of Washington to this proposal. | have to
say, | amnystifi ed.

ATTENDEE: Jobs.

MR, JOHNSON:  No, it's not jobs. That's the
point. There's a lot of jobs right now, $2 mllion
stimulus, clean up all the river banks. So I am
absolutely nystified by your governor and by your
agency, sir, in kowowing to this -- this cover-up

instead of insisting on a cleanup. | find it
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di sgusting. And it's a traitorous act to your

nei ghbors and to your own people to |leave this

| egacy, this toxic legacy in the ground, and paper
it over and prepare for, what, another round of
nucl ear power plants or sonething at Hanford.

The next shoe that will drop will be "Let's
revive WPPSS." No, don't laugh. That is what |
think is going to be happening next. And, you
know, |'m proud of our Oregon Departnent of Energy
for looking at this EIS and finding the flaws in
it. But I'mnystified that the State of Washi ngton
woul d i gnore the obvious flaws in this proposed
EIS. It's just sickening. And your governor
shoul d be ashaned of herself and you shoul d be
ashanmed of yourself.

MR. PARHAM Cherie Holenstein. And after
that, Susan Nash.

COMMENTS BY CHERI E HOLENSTEI N:

"' m Cherie Hol enstein of Portl and. I"d |ike
to, first of all, ask for a nonent of silence for
Paul McAdam You'll recognize and note one of our

vi deotapers is mssing here tonight. He recently
died. He spent his own noney buying tapes. And he

di ed about a nonth ago. So may we have a nonent of
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sil ence, please.

Thanks very nuch.

And thank all of you folks for comng. And
do want to say that |I'm so encouraged by your
outrage. |'ve been comng to these things for
al nrost 25 years, | don't know. And peopl e have
been pl easant and polite and outraged when it's
needed. Thank you very nuch

This problemis brought to us by the | ords of
greed and corruption, the |lords of arrogance, the
| ords of noral cowardice and audacity and, of
course, the lords of war; otherw se known as the
mlitary, industrial, corporate, and congressiona
conpl ex. One of the "Four Horsenmen of the
Apocal ypse" dropped dead. Now this is transported
not on horses, but carried throughout our country
by trucks.

The trucks deliver death along the route with
their merchandi se. The tragedy occurring in Haiti
Is connected to what is being discussed here
tonight. The 20,000 U. S. troops stationed in Haiti
are furthering the danage and di si nheritance of the
Haitian people. And it's all connected to the
probl em again that's happened here tonight.

So what to do. W' ve been advised by the
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dedi cated fol ks of Heart of America Northwest,

Hanf ord Watch, Col unbia Riverkeeper -- | know his

| ast name, but | forgot his first -- and the O egon
agency, Cam and Brett, as to the best solutions.
Thank you all for all the work you've done for
that. To save tine, I'll just say ditto what Brett
said he was going to do and did. So ditto, ditto,
ditto.

The fanous journalist H L. Mencken said: "For
every problem there is a solution that is sinple,
direct, and wong." | don't need to nmake it clear.
Perhaps the folks at the United States Departnent
of Energy have been reading too nuch Tom C ancy and

not enough H L. Mencken, "The Little Prince," and

"Howard's End."

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Susan Nash

M5. NASH |'Il save ny tinme and send it in
writing.

MR, PARHAM Ckay. Dave Bybeey. Foll owed by
Dave w Il be Thomas C ark.

COMMENTS BY DAVE BYBEEY:
Dave Bybeey here. | live a couple mles north

of the Col unbi a. |'ve been a |life nmenber of the
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1 Sierra Cub for over 35 years, half nmy life. But I
2 speak here just on ny own.
3 | want to speak to the audience as well as the
4 DCE. | hear the word "cleanup.” | don't really
5 know what that nmeans. | hear a fear of them
6 runni ng down the roads, probably legitimate.
7 But we've got over a hundred nucl ear power
8 plants running at this instance in the
9 United States, generating nuclear waste. |'ve not
10 heard anyone speak toni ght about recycling, |ike we
11 tal k about recycling a lot of the rest of our
12 waste. All the nuclear plants we have in the
13 United States are horse-and-buggy instrunents.
14 They were all designed before the space shuttle was
15 desi gned, which we're going to retire later this
16 year .
17 There are designs on the drawi ng board, things
18 | i ke novi ng- phase nucl ear reactors, specia
19 Generation |V nuclear reactors. Generation |V has
20 a theoretical potential to recycle over 90 percent
21 of the waste that we have. | want to recogni ze the
22 fear that |'ve seen in the auditoriumtonight. |
23 share that fear, because ny scientific background,
24 the nucl ear waste that we're generating is far nore
25 treacherous than I think you ve seen in the press.
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We need to figure out a way to recycle it.

And | ask you to not just be afraid of nuclear.
We're not going to purge our planet of nuclear.
It's going to continue to grow. China has
announced they're going to start building ten new
nucl ear reactors a year. They're all going to
produce dirty waste.

So when you hear soneone tal k about the
ability to recycle, it's theoretically out there;
it needs to be proven. And if we can truly recycle
the bul k of the nuclear waste, it will be gone.
There will be sonme residue. And | think we need to
have the creative thinking to really think about
what we're going to do with what's left.

One of the things |I've heard, that | think is very
creative and needs to be proven, but we're living
in awrld of ever-growi ng robotics. Right now, we
have two little rovers roving around on Mars that
were designed in 30 days with an operation of four to
five years.

One of the creative ideas |'ve heard is to go
out in the Pacific Ccean. You have the Pacific
plate, tectonic plate of the planet, sliding
underneath the North Anerican plate. Use robotics

to take what is left after recycling and
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robotically bury it down into the crust of the
Earth, so over the mllennia, the stuff wll
continue to exist. It wll slide back into the
i sotopic core of the Earth, fromwhere it first
began.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Thomas C ark,

foll owed by Barbara Pereira.

COMMENTS BY THOVAS CLARK:

Bet ween 1955 and 1958, | served in the
U S. Mirines in Twentynine Pal ns, California.
Ckay. In that position, | wtnessed aboveground
nucl ear testing in Nevada. | was in a support
capacity. 2500 troops fromny base were put into
trenches in Nevada and subjected to a tacti cal
nucl ear weapon exposure. Al 2500 were dosed with
radi ation, very close. The only solution they had
was a water truck brought on site, where they hosed
down all the troops. Now, that gives you a little

sense of ny bias. kay.

Since that tine, | have becone a cold system
engineer. |'ve worked at Argonne Nati onal
Laboratory on hi gh-energy physics. 1|'ve been at a

further enterprise |level of control systens,

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
® www.deponet.com

»

4



Publ i c Hearing February 10, 2010

61

1 nmedi cal informatics. | know the Departnent of

2 Energy has read the sane accident reports about

3 nucl ear effects that | have. W also know that

4 there is very little nmedically that can be done for
5 anybody in that position. Ckay.

6 What's also irritating to nme is in this

7 particular area, | see no environmental sensors, no
8 networ k of sensors; no training, no facilities for
9 t he nedi cal personnel throughout WAshi ngton and

10 Oregon, and very little response teamefforts.

11 They don't exist. |If | go to Germany, France, the
12 UK, | see that. GCkay. Wy don't we have this?

13 This is a situation that will not go away.

14 You know as well as | do that what you're dealing
15 with will be here for six-digit time periods.

16 There is nothing that you can do with it. You

17 can't scrub it; you can't destroy it. W don't

18 have the tools. W don't have the procedures.

19 Cleanup is cleanup. It is also encapsulation
20 package it, get rid of it. Ckay.
21 ' m not suggesting anybody waltz in there and
22 try this, because you'll be dead quickly. But |I'm
23 also in systens theory. And conplexity is
24 sonet hi ng you nust renove fromany situation if you
25 want a solution to any particular problem Ckay.
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If you're building a system you do not nmake it
conpl ex; you nake it sinple. ay. The previous
suggestion of taking this waste and burying it
of fshore so that the Earth eats it isn't so bad.
Wll, | would like to say that you can Google
everything that |'ve said. Wat | don't see is any
docunentati on on the exposure for nuclear radiation
across this country. | have seen fromthe N H maps
an incidence of cancer. It's a good place to start
| ooking. But come up with a sinple solution.
MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Barbara? After
Barbara will be Rochelle.

Rochel | e.

COMMENTS BY ROCHELLE:

So the woman earlier who spoke about the
contam nated heating tanks. |I'ma Realtor. And
saw a | ot of people have to clean up their heating
tanks, and it costs a |ot of noney. And DEQ has
their own tolerance for that. And | expect a zero
tolerance fromny state and ny federal governnent
regarding Hanford. | want to see 100 percent
cleanup. | want to see no nore waste come to
Hanf or d.

In fact, | like to dream | imagine that a
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world in which we can create waste that we cannot
remedi ate, that we cannot recycle, is not a world
that we should tolerate. | believe that people who

create waste that cannot be recycled and renedi at ed
must be responsible for that waste. In a just
world, the world | dream of, people who are
responsi ble for that, who made the choice to create
wi thout the ability to do that, should have to cone

and clean it up. And in a just world, our voices

speaking for justice will be heard.
| aminspired by "Howard's End." |'minspired
by the nodels of direct action. | do believe that

direct action has nmade an inpact on the nucl ear

i ndustry for a lot of years. It will continue to

do so. But we do have to be organized. |'ve lived
in the Northwest now 20 years this year. If | live
here another 20 and it is the sane way, | won't be

surprised, because the world isn't very just. But
| like to dream

And | thank you all for raising your voices.
And here's to justice.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Brett VandenHeuvel .

COMMENTS BY BRETT VANDENHEUVEL:

|'"'m Brett VandenHeuvel . |'"'mthe director of
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Col unbi a Ri ver keeper

|"ve been keeping a little tally tonight, and
' ve concluded that people don't want nore nucl ear
waste to be sent to Hanford. So if everyone el se
agrees wwth ne, it |ooks like the discussion is
finished and we can take this back to Richl and,
Washi ngton, and we w n.

The context of Hanford is inportant. Hanford
sits on the banks of the Colunbia River. The
Colunbia River is the |lifeblood of the Pacific
Northwest. It's critical for our drinking water,
for agriculture irrigation, for the communities
that live along the river, for the salnon, that our
econony depends on.

And this critical nature of the Colunbia R ver
IS not going to change. It's going to be there for
generati ons and generations and generations. And
all of these econom c values, all of these
spiritual values, all of these values for our
comuni ties depend on a clean Colunbia River. And
how are we treating this critical resource? How
are we treating this national treasure? W're
proposing to inport nore waste to the banks of the
Col unbi a.

Thi s docunent, this process, this
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Environnental |npact Statenent is offensive, and
it's conpletely unacceptable. | don't want to
ascribe notives to anybody. | don't want to
suggest this was done purposefully. But if |
want ed to produce a docunent that jamred in a bunch
of confusing, unrelated topics and hid the val uabl e
and inmportant topics, it would look a lot like this
docunent right here, this summary of the 6, 000-page
docunent .
These are sinple things: Cean up the tanks
to 99.999 percent, whatever is technically
feasible. It is very clear, the cancer rate is
increased by nmultiple orders of nmagnitude if we
don't do that. That should be a given. That
shoul dn't even be part of the discussion tonight.
What | think is a key part of the discussion,
what we keep hearing over and over and over, IS no
new waste to Hanford. No new waste to Hanford.
The alternative -- It's offensive to me to have to
comment or be asked to comment on whet her we want
to bring off-site waste and put it in the east or
the west landfill. That's a false choice. |
refuse to even acknow edge that choice. And the
only acceptable alternative is no new waste to

Hanf or d.
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The data show, as Ken Nl es nentioned, now we
have data to show that there will be environmental
consequences. And bringing any new waste to
Hanford is an intentional release. W know what is
going to happen, and that will be intentionally
rel easing that waste.

And 1"l finish up by saying that Col unbia
Ri ver keeper and others will submt detailed | egal
comments on this Environnmental |npact Statenent.

But frankly -- 1'"mgoing to show ny cards here --

i f you produce enough drafts and enough words, you
can neet the legal standard. But the real standard
here, the real test is: Does it neet our noral
test? And the answer to that is "No."

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Next is Lang Davi son.

And after Lang will be Fred Nussbaum

COMMVENTS BY LANG DAVI SON:

My nane is Lang Davison. | live in Portland.
|"mhere as a citizen and as a father of two small
chil dren.

Frankly, 1'm stunned by what the U S
Departnment of Energy is proposing in this EIS.

This anbunts to what is, at best, a half cleanup of

Hanford foll owed by a proposed recontamn nati on.
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This i s shameful.

| really don't know what enpl oyees and
officials of the Departnent of Energy in the U S.
say to thenselves to be able to sleep at ni ght when
t hey propose sonething like this. And the sane
goes for the Washi ngton Departnent of Ecol ogy when
it makes a bunch of slippery, nealy-nouthed
comments about this plan and this proposal.

On behalf of ny fellow citizens here in
Portl and and Oregon, we dermand the follow ng three
things: imediate cleanup of the tank farmto
i ncl ude 100 percent of the 53 mllion gallons of
waste that are there; clean up what is already
| eaki ng into the groundwater; and bring no nucl ear
waste into Hanford what soever, drop the proposal to
do so. Adding nore waste and/or failing to clean
up what's already there, as has been said, is
| egally, norally, and ethically unacceptable and
r epr ehensi bl e.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Fred Nussbaum and
t hen Robin Klein.

COMMENTS BY FRED NUSSBAUM

Good evening. M nane is Fred Nussbaum |I'm
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a resident of Portland, lived here for over 50
years. And I'malso a part-tinme resident of the
state of Washington. | have a vacation hone up in

Port Townsend.

So the coments fromthe Washi ngt on Depart nent
of Ecology, | found very disappointing. And |I'm
proud of the Oregon Departnent of Energy's
coment s.

My background is in transportation. And so
the idea of nore nuclear waste in trucks or even on
rail through O egon and Washi ngton, through the
rest of the country, is just m nd boggling;
especially to an area, a facility that has been
proven to not be able to contain its own waste as
it is.

And we're | ooking at a huge undertaking to do
a full cleanup, which of course I'min agreenent,
too. So everything that the other groups have
said -- Heart of America, Hanford group, so on, so
forth -- | agree wth.

And | think one of the major failings of this
DEI'S and nost DEISs is that we don't involve the
citizens in working out what the criteria are going
to be and what nodels are going to be and the

assunptions that are going to go in there and all
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this stuff. Because as we've heard from peopl e,
the environnental consequences in terns of what the
i npact is on our natural environnment, on the people
downstream and so on, have not been adequately
addressed in this docunent. And this whole thing
I S unconsci onabl e.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Robin Klein, and then
Chris Henry.

COVMENTS BY ROBI N KLEI N:

H. |'mRobin Klein. |[|'m speaking for nyself
tonight. Also, | amon the board of Heart of
Anerica and Col unbi a Ri verkeeper, and a forner
di rector of Hanford Action of Oregon.

First, while it is understood that every
potential option could not practically be explored
inthis EIS, at |least you would think that 15 years
or nore of public hearing and outcry and threats by
the state, that today's EI'S m ght include options
uni versal ly popular here in the Northwest --
especially here in Portland, the | argest popul ation
center downriver fromHanford -- options popul ar
with all of us outside the Departnent of Energy,

options such as "W'l|l clean up before ever even
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considering an option that involves bringing in
off-site waste."

After the ecological assault that has been
done to the Northwest and nassive threats to the
future health of our children, to suggest the
Depart ment of Energy and Hanford can handl e nore
waste is without foundation. This EI' S was
drafted -- it is crafted in such a way as to
mani pul ate or control the outconme by presenting
alternatives palatable to the Departnent of Energy,
to enable the Departnment of Energy to proceed with
what it wants to do. | wll suggest that that is
to bring in new waste, not what the public wants.

And the preferred alternatives are clearly the
Departnent's preference, not the public's: limted
cl eanup of the tanks and the earth; entonbing the
FFTF rather than fully dismantling it; and anal ysis
to enabl e inportation of nore dangerous waste to a
site by an agency that has already denonstrated its
utter inability to manage, |l et al one clean up, the
wast e there.

I n concl usion, the goal should be set at 100
percent cleanup. Do not sell the cleanup short by
reduci ng the goals at the outset. And we are still

at the outset. Tine and the wll to make it
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happen, investnent in devel opi ng technol ogies w |
likely get us there sooner than later in tine. And
one thing is for sure: This vast, hot radi oactive
cesspool is with us a ghastly long tine.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Chris Henry. And

after Chris is Christine Charneski.

COWMENTS BY CHRI S HENRY:

H. M nane is Chris Henry. |'mhere
representing the Pacific Geen Party of O egon
tonight. And I'mthe candidate for the First
Congressional District that's currently being held
by David Wi. | ran in '08, and |I'mrunni ng again
in 2010.

|"ma teanster, and |I'mon layoff right now

fromYellow Freight. | have a hazardous materials
endorsenent. | drive truck. M father drove a
truck; ny grandfather drove a truck; ergo, | drive.

|"mgoing to deputize all of you as truck
drivers. Here's the reality: Regardless of what
the shipnment is, no matter what you're hauling,
you're going to be sitting in that chair, |ike
you' ve been, for two hours at |east before you get
a break. And if you're a driver driving through

the night or any other tinme, you drive a lot. So
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you're going to drink a | ot of coffee. Ckay.

And with that coffee, you' re going to have to
take a bat hroom break. Were are you going to do
t hat when you have a radioactive |oad, a hazardous
| oad? You're going to have to think about that
|l ong and hard. What if there's inclenment weather?
VWhat if you run into snow? Wiat if you run into
ice? You're going to have to pull over and chain
up.

There are other drivers. There are other
peopl e out on the public highway. The conpany
doesn't own the highway; the DCE does not own the
hi ghway. You own the highway. Wen |I'mout there
driving, |I'mcognizant that that is not ny
conpany's highway. That's the people's highway.
And you have to be very careful when you are
driving, because everyone else is at risk. So you
have to wonder about when you take detours, what if
you blow a tire? There are lots of things that can
happen on the hi ghway.

When they bid on a contract, it's not going to
be a Teanster organization likely that is going to
be haul i ng these shipnments. These are going to be
the | owest bidders. They're going to be drivers

who haven't been checked as well as teansters. It
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took me years to get into the Teansters. And |'ve
wor ked through a lot, an awful |ot of

organi zations. In 15 years, |'ve held over 20 jobs
driving trucks because it's seasonal or they close
the plant or whatnot.

So in order to find good drivers, good
seasoned drivers who know what they're doing,
especially with radi oactive shipnents. And you've
got to know your stuff. You know, they can't tel
you, they seriously can't tell you that you are not
going to be exposed. You are always at risk, no
matter what it is.

So what we're doing is we have this energy
that we're shooting for nuclear energy, but it's a
short-termsolution. And it gives us nukes. So
that's what they want. They're worried about
wor ker exposure to clean it up, but they haven't
worried about the workers who are mning it, the
uranium who are processing it into usable,
fissionable material. They're not worried about
the workers who are operating the plants. They're
not worried about the workers who process it into
weapons, who enrich it.

So there's a deep concern, they say, about

cleaning it up. W have to be in this for the | ong
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termin order to clean it up. And it should be
done nostly on site. It shouldn't be shipped
across the highways. So it's not a carbon
neutral -- Nuclear isn't carbon neutral; it's
carbon intensive. And we're seeing it here. So
anyway, we oppose any proposition to ship it over
t he hi ghways.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Christine. And
following Christine will be Jeff Weih

COWENTS BY CHRI STI NE CHARNESKI :

My name is Christine Charneski. | was born in
Portl and, at the confluence of the WIlanette and
Colunbia Rivers. |I've lived here all of ny life.
And | think Paul just left. | was with Paul in the

Trojan Deconm ssion Alliance a long tine ago. He
was an esteened | eader of our group, and | just
wanted to give hima shout out for that.

My nom was a federal enployee. She was an
adm ni strative person. And | grew up just steeped
with the understanding of howdifficult it was for
gover nnent enpl oyees, people who were smart,
educat ed, know edgeable -- scientists especially,

my nmom worked with a group of scientists -- who
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tried to | ook out for resources, tried to | ook out
for taking care of the planet and the public good.

And how difficult it was to do their jobs
soneti nmes, how underm ned they were by the whins of
political appointees who would cone in as the
di fferent adm nistrations cane and went. And
how -- how horrible it was sonetines for the
position that scientists were put in, having to
take on policies and deal with issues that they
didn't actually support. They had to nake career
deci si ons.

My not her cane hone in tears sonetines. |
nmean, | was a little kid, watching ny nother, who
was a secretary, cry over the positions that she
saw real |y dedi cated nen put in making career
deci sions, struggling to try to do the best job
that they can.

So I"'mreally synpathetic to what happens when
you're working in an agency, and you're trying to
put forward sone policy the best way you can. And
I kind of feel for what it nust be like to take a
| ot of heat for presenting such a m serable,
pat hetic kind of policy that's being presented
toni ght .

So | guess really what | want to say, | nean,
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clearly, | support everything that has been said
tonight. And | think |I've been to these hearings,
not as much as everybody but for about as |ong as
everybody. | was really heartbroken. | got the
last mailing. | said, Really? W're going to do
this again? W're going to tal k about trucking
wast e across our country? | nean, really?

| al so was one of those people who thought
t hat maybe now we're going to have a shot. You
know, we've had a year. W've got a smart guy in
charge again. W've got a really bright guy in
charge of DOE. And maybe in this era of being a
little nore open, a little nore review ng things
based on real science and real fact, we've got a
shot at going in a new direction.

So | guess the nessage that |I'mthinking maybe
you m ght want to consider as you're | ooking at
this room of people, sonme of us have been coni ng
here for a long tine. W're real tenacious. W're
just going to keep comng. But |I'mpretty sure
that if this really keeps going in the direction
that it's looking |like, people are going to keep
com ng. People are not going to go away.

| think you can really take a nessage to the

political directors that you answer to and tell
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them "Look, we'll cover you. |It's okay to shift
gears. It's okay to go in new directions. It's
okay to start really | ooking at the real
alternatives, the really smart, noral -- It's
really essential things."

The people out here will cover that. W wll
back that. W w Il back whatever kind of tough
decisions that you all have to go back with. W'l
support you.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Jeff? |Is Jeff here?

Ross Tewksbury.

COMMENTS BY ROSS TEVWKSBURY:

| am Ross Tewksbury from Portl and.

And I'm ki nd of struggling. There's not much
|l eft to say, except that | just want to reiterate
that they don't need to inport any nore radi oactive
waste to Hanford, because they obviously can't
handl e what they' ve already got now.

And with the trucking situation as was just
el oquently explained, |I really doubt that the
Departnment of Energy officials that are so hot on
this trucking and transporting stuff would be

volunteering to live alongside the roads where the
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trucks go by every nonth. | think they kind of
figure sonebody else will be living there, no
pr obl em

And |I'm al so against this whole idea of, you
know, sort of like landfilling it and capping it
and then saying, "Ww, we're done. Let's go away
now." | mean, that was the inpression | got from

listening toit. So they need to fully renove the
tanks and do the clean closure 99.9 or 100 percent,
as much as they possibly can. They need to
dismantl e the FFTF plant entirely.

So far, the way things have been working, it's
just like playing a shell ganme with this waste.
Let's nove it over here, nove it over there, take
that out and nove it over there. And | nean, to
peopl e back in the '40s and '50s, you know, we're
i ke the future generations dealing with this
production that happened back then.

And now there's going to be nore future
generations, off to our great grandchildren and off
into the indefinite future. |If we continue to
screw it up, they're going to have to deal with it
a hundred years fromnow, 200 years fromnow. So
there's no way to do the shortcut-type of thinking

her e.
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And the one word | found actually kind of
of fensi ve, you keep tal king about closure. But
there is no closure. Certainly fromthe graphs
we' ve seen, going off of the charts here, the
groundwater is still going to be -- whatever we do,
it'"s going to be bad. It's just a natter of
whet her we can kind of do the defensive neasures to
slowit down and mtigate it as nuch as we possibly
can.

But there is no closure to this. It's never
going to be over. It's always going to be going
for thousands and thousands of years, way down into
anyt hi ng we can even i nagi ne here. And so we need
to do the maxi num we can do with the technol ogy
that we've got today, the maxi num cl eanup we can
possi bl y do.

And sonme of the stuff, we have to wait for

future technology to catch up on so we can do even

nore, better things. And so it's just -- there's
just -- It's going to be going on for thousands and
t housands of years. |It's not sonething that's

going to be cleaned up and gone over, you know,
i ke that.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Joyce Folli ngstad.

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
® www.deponet.com

»

4



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N Bk

N NN N NN RBP RP R R R R R R R
a A W N b O © 00O N oo 0o M WwWN +» O

Publ i c Hearing February 10, 2010

80

After Joyce wll be Laura Fel dman.

COVMENTS BY JOYCE FOLLI NGSTAD:

Good evening. |1'mJoyce Follingstad. |I'ma
psychol ogi st and a nurse in Portland, O egon.

And over Christmas this year, one of ny dear
friends just was informed one day that she had
Stage IV thyroid cancer, and had to have it renoved
i medi ately. And now | watch her suffer with
trying to deal with the | evels of hornone that can
make her feel sonewhat normal again.

As we know, we now have a statistic in the
United States that one of every two nen will get
cancer, and one of every three wonen wll get
cancer. How nmuch nore can we bear? | say it is
time now to clean conpletely every bit of Hanford.
Let's not just clean up the tanks. | believe every
bit of the tanks and the soil and the water
under neat h shoul d be cl eaned, but also those
trenches need to be cl eaned out conpletely.

And it's just a joke that now we have |ined
trenches that delay the | eaching of those naterials
into the ground and into the water for maybe ten,
15, 20 years. So | say drop all these

considerations of the preferred alternatives. W
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need 100 percent of cleanup. W need cleanup of
the soil, the water.

Any new waste brought to Hanford is conpletely

unconsci onable. W now have -- thank you for your

graphs and your information in the EIS -- the proof
that it will inpact the environnment and cause harm
It will kill truck drivers with a single accident;

it will render hundreds of square mles

uni nhabi table and will kill thousands of

i ndi vi dual s.

And as we know from havi ng done the experi nent
of dropping bonbs in Japan, those of us that do
manage to live through the catastrophe and | ook for
a place to go and get help, well, those people were
very shunned by the popul ati on of Japan. And our
nei ghbors and our relatives aren't going to be
offering a place for us to |ive.

And renenber, too, that none of us can ensure
our homes or our health fromradioactivity. So
al so, conpletely renove the FFTF, every bit of it.
So | would say "No" to the trucks on the roads. |
say clean it all up.

And al so, we need to have the DOE to have a
plan to clean up Kuwait and |Iraq and Afghani stan,

where now we know that, two decades now after the

7

Nationwide Scheduling
Toll Free: 1.800.337.6638

DEPONET Facsimile: 1.973.355.3094
www.deponet.com



© 00 N o o0 b~ W N Bk

N NN N NN RBP RP R R R R R R R
a A W N b O © 00O N oo 0o M WwWN +» O

Publ i c Hearing February 10, 2010

82

war, the first war there, cancers are up 400
percent, birth defects are up 400 percent. And our
servi cenen and wonen are bringing hone radi oactive
contam nation and giving their children birth
defects. So | say "No" to any new nukes.

And | say "No" to any nore waste at Hanford.
Because also, it's a political decision. And when
we accept waste from ot her states, they can stay
living in denial that their wastes sonehow don't
matter because it's all shunted off to our states
that live wth the waste.

And so | say, let us clean up now, conpletely.
Let's take as long as it takes to do it right.
Because we have children and grandchil dren; we have
wildlife. W owe it tothemto do it right.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Laura Fel dnman, and

t hen Mari an G ebani er.

COWENTS BY LAURA FELDMVAN
H. | want to thank you for com ng tonight.
It makes ne feel less crazy. There's a |ot of
strength and perseverance and courage and
intelligence in this room And this is a
nightmarish thing. This is a nightnmare. It's a

nat ural hol ocaust.
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And | honestly think, at this hearing, | think

| realize the | atest devel opnment is that the
gaunt | et has been thrown down. DOCE isn't going to
do the right thing. The novenent, the trucking of
this waste through our communities is pretty nuch
aligned, for ne. And | think that rather than
continuing to show patience for this boondoggling
and corruption and, you know, greed that drives
thi s whol e supposed Hanford cl eanup, | think we
need to, as others have said, take direct action
and make sure this doesn't happen.

| think our politicians aren't going to do
this for us. DOCE certainly is not. And it's just
very real, now that they're going to be on the
freeway next to you or me or Sonmeone you care
about. That's one part. | think the buck stops
here. W need to put our foot down.

Secondly, | need personally to go towards
sonet hing positive. | think there are solutions to
this cleanup. |'ve heard snatches of it here,
which is another reason | |l ove to cone to these
heari ngs. Because what | don't get fromthem what
| get fromyou, are possible solutions and uni que
ways of thinking about this problem So if we can

create the nost wasteful toxic formof energy, we
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ought to be able -- | know we have the creativity
and the intelligence to solve this problem

So as Mel ba said, as Paul Libby earlier said,
it makes ne crazy. But | want to do sonething and
| want to do sonething really tangi ble. And
don't feel like I"'mgoing to let themtruck this
wast e through Portland. That nmuch | want to say.
And | don't know what that neans. | don't know
exactly what that neans, you know. But | think we
need to take direct action: suing them
protesting, and working towards actual sol utions.

Thanks.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Marian, and then

James Brunkow. Marian? Janes Brunkow.

COMMENTS BY JAMES BRUNKOW

My nanme is Janmes Brunkow. |'ma resident of
Por t | and.

It just seens to ne that anything | ess than
cleanup is pretty much nothing to actually
sacrifice. So | don't like the idea nmuch. | don't
think the future generations like it too much,
either. | guess that would be tank closure
100 percent.

And | don't know, | get real nervous. | don't
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think I can speak any | onger.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Joanne Keefe?
Joanne? Roger Cole? Dorothy Land? |Is that right,
Dor ot hy? Thank you.

COMMVENTS BY DOROTHY LAND:

| am a downwi nder. |'mfromwhat we call the
thyroid belt.

|'ve taken thyroid nedicine ny whole life.

" m always freezing cold when other people are
taking off -- they're sleeveless and in shorts, and
I'"'min like three layers. I'mtired alot. W
adrenal s have now gone bad as a result, because
they try to take over for your thyroid and then
they go. And on it goes. M sister had her
thyroid and her parathyroid renoved. She's not the
only one.

W were downwi nders. | do not want to be a
downstreaner. | don't think I want to |ive through
it all. 1've lived along the Colunbia R ver ny
whole life, pretty nuch. |'mthinking of noving
away if this happens. | don't want to see this. |
don't want to suffer anynore. And | don't want to
wat ch ot her people suffering.

They're sacrificing us. |'ve heard that
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several tines tonight: W're being sacrificed.
Qutraged, 1've heard that a lot, too. | think we
should stop making it. | don't know what Obama is
t hi nki ng about, that we need nore nuclear. It's
crazy. And the clean coal, that doesn't nake sense
ei t her.

There are many ki nds of energy that haven't
even been | ooked into. There's all kinds of new
energy inventions and stuff. W do not need
nuclear. And let's not make any bonbs anynore.
Let's not fight anynore. Okay, you guys?

Al'so, wth the noney that has gone to Hanford,
my understanding is that we're not doing that kind
of priority stuff. Let's spend the noney w sely.
Clean it up, don't bring any nore. Everything
everyone's been saying. Let's straighten up and
take sone noral responsibility.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. M riam German?
Mrianf

ATTENDEE: She left.

MR. PARHAM (Ckay. Brooke Jacobson? Brooke?
Dru Jones? Dru?

Anyone el se have a comment that would like to
comment at this tinme? Okay. Let ne just ask this

guestion, if there's anyone who hasn't conmented
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yet? Let the people go who haven't commented yet,

and then we'll get right to you.

Ma'am did you want to conment ?

COMVENTS BY NANCY JOHNSON:

| do want to coment. Thank you for everyone

who has spoken out. And thank you for being here.

| ama third-grade teacher in Portl and,

Oregon. And what |I'mhearing is just making ne

sick. And | don't know what other solution there

could be than to do a 100 percent cl eanup.

| don't know what you're thinking, and | don't
know where it cones from And | definitely don't
know how you sl eep at night. And | don't want to

sleep at night. And | want -- | wll do whatever

can do to stop you from doi ng whatever you're

doi ng.
And that's all | have to say.
MR, PARHAM  Thank you
M5. JOHNSON: |''m Nancy Johnson.
MR. PARHAM | believe we've got another

person that would like to coment. Yes, ma'am
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COMMENTS BY LI SA VAN DYK

|'"m Lisa Van Dyk with Heart of Anmerica
Northwest. And |I'd just like to thank everyone
that it still here, and acknow edge the fact that
nost of the people are not here anynore.

So |l would like to clarify sonething that | al so
clarified last night about the legality of the
noratorium | think it was a little confusing
because there was subtle agreenent a while ago that
it's a legal, binding docunent, that the Departnent
of Energy will not bring waste to Hanford unti
this final EIS is rel eased.

This is the draft. The final wll probably
cone out in about a year. But the extension to the
noratorium which was through 2022 or when the
waste treatnent is operational, is not legally
binding. It is in the cover letter to a legally
bi ndi ng docunent.

So that is all | wanted to clarify. And thank
you to everybody who is still here.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Anyone el se who woul d

like to comment ?

COMMVENTS BY NORM SANTANA:

H. M nane is Norm Santana. | live in
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Port | and.

You know, | can understand why, you know, you
m ght want to just throw up your hands and say,
"Ch, 100 percent cleanup is just too big of a job.
It's just going to be too expensive." But | -- |
think I couldn't support anything |ess than a
conpl ete, 100 percent cleanup. | knowthat's a big
j ob and everything. But, you know, it's jobs.
What the heck. And it's the right thing to do.

| also want to thank you for show ng up
Real | y, thank you

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Anyone el se that

would i ke to conment that hasn't? Yes.

COMMENTS BY LORI MESERVE:
My nane is Lori Meserve. | just want to say:

Bank bail-out. Thank you.

COWENTS BY HOLLY HOFFMAN:

Hol | y Hof f man, Portland, Oregon.

The last tine | was at one of these neetings,
it appeared that we were goi ng back and | ooki ng at
getting a hard | ook at what the proper thing to do
was to clean up, essentially in order to enable to

conti nue dunping. And then as long as the cl eanup
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hadn't started yet, they would be permtted to dunp

and continue to dunp.

So | appreciate Ecology for bringing suit and
bringing the noratorium And it just seens a
little -- | don't know how to characterize it. But
it seens |like the choice of year when the
nmoratoriumw Il end al so coincides with the tine
that there will be an up-and-running facility. So
we'll just be the cleanup -- designated cl eanup
site for the country, since Yucca Muwuntain is now
off the table.

And | just don't understand the accuracy of
the choice of site, when there's so nuch water
going through the site and it's so active. And if
we had started cl eanup, actually addressing it at
the time that we were delaying it, we wouldn't be
now facing strontiumreaching the river. So |I'm
very concerned about how long it's taking and the
direction that it seens to be going.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Anyone el se who woul d

like to comment that hasn't yet? Yes, sir.

COMMENTS BY TOM CARPENTER:

My Tomis Tom Carpenter. And |I'mfrom
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Seattl e, Washington. And |I'mthe executive

di rector of Hanford Challenge. And |I've also
worked in a role as an attorney for the governnent
accountability project, representing nuclear

whi stl e-bl owers, especially at the Hanford site
since the [ ate 1980s.

And one thing that whistle-blowers have told
us is that we have been m sled and there have been
credibility gaps from governnent agencies at the
Hanford site for sone tine, starting with the fact
that waste that has | eaked out of nuclear waste
tanks at the Hanford site sonehow wasn't mgrating
t hrough the groundwater. And there was a | ot of
fighting going on about whether or not that in fact
I S happeni ng.

So 15, 16 years ago, there was a fairly
adamant fight going on between scientists at the
site who insisted that there was good evi dence t hat
groundwat er was contam nated by tank waste. And
in fact, that turned out to be true, just Iike many
decades of denial by the Departnent of Energy.

And we then found out some other painfu
truths, including that far nore waste has | eaked
fromthose tanks than was thought. So in 1966, for

I nstance, we know that there was a tank expl osion
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from Tank 105A. And over a mllion gallons of
cooling water was put into the tank, because of the
heat of the waste, that had | eaked out of the tank
into the soil beneath the tank. That's not counted
inthe mllion gallons that you all have heard
about .

And then a Los Al anpos scientist issued a draft
report saying the tank waste that had | eaked from
the tanks was probably nore on the order of
6 mllion gallons to as nuch as 10 mllion gall ons.
That report was not officially released; just a
draft went out, appeared to be a draft.

| bring all this up because this Environnental
| npact Statenent has a | ot of clains about data.
It's got nodels init. And |l -- I've |ooked at it.
We have scientists who are |ooking at this. And
what we know is that we actually don't know a whol e
| ot about what is in the ground, what is below the
tanks. And that worries a |ot of us very, very
much.

We are tal king about waste that is dangerous,
inthe trillions of curie; seven, eight trillions
of curie of strontium90 in a liter of water. And
yet we've got hundreds of mllions of curies of

this material out there. It lasts a long tine.
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Peopl e were tal king about iodine 129 that has a
half-l1ife of 15 mllion years. |It's around for

150 mllion years. These are scales that it's just
hard to get our m nds around. And you can't.

You know, there haven't been institutions
capable of living out that long to be able to
protect the site probably for, you know, the next
t housand years. | don't know, 500 years, 250
years. So when we tal k about forever guarding
these sites fromintrusion, it's just not going to
happen.

So | agree with the coments that |'ve heard
toni ght about needing to do as robust and effective
of a renediation. And |I've heard this word
"cleanup” a lot. ANt no cleanup is going to be
happening. W' re going to be stabilizing; we're
going to be hopefully setting this waste aside.

But we're not going to be able to treat this stuff.

It has to go away at sone natural rate,
because we don't know how to neutralize it or
what ever. You can secure it in glass, but we know
glass will fail. | nean, these are real long tine
frames. And the volunes are just so large. So
it's a very big problem And we do know that it's

an institutional issue.
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| also wll point out, just for the benefit of
this crowmd and maybe the Departnent of Energy, that
in 1996, the Brookings Institution released a
report that cal culated costs of maki ng nucl ear
weapons at $5.5 trillion. That's what the
taxpayers paid to make this ness.

And Hanford isn't the only one; there's other
bi g nmesses out there. And of course, the
United States isn't the only place. Russia, China,
France, England, et cetera, they all have | arge
contam nated sites, too. And these are sites that
are going to keep on giving unless we do sonethi ng
about it.

And we have to do sonething about it. W have
to spend the noney. W have to devel op the
technol ogies. W have to think differently and act
differently than we have been. And we cannot | ust
give up and wal k away on this cleanup. And if that
Is what this Environnental |npact Statenent says we
need to do, | disagree. | think this room
di sagrees. So it's going to be up to us to nake
t hat happen.

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Anyone who has not

had a chance to comment who wants to? |If not, then
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Is there anyone who wants to comment who has

already? 1'Ill start here.

ADDI TI ONAL COMVENTS BY JI M McNAUGHTON:

| just want to back up and neke the statenent:
There is no | egal docunent that will back up your
statenent there is a noratorium | just want to
make that a fact.

MR. PARHAM Thank you. Yes, sir.

ADDI TI ONAL COMVENTS BY CHUCK JOHNSON:

Chuck Johnson from Col unbi a Ri ver keeper agai n.
Just to be -- You know, generally at these
hearings, |'ve been nore positive than | was when |
gave ny first statenent.

And generally, that's been because | felt
that, as a region, we made a deci sion, you know,
early '90s that Hanford was a waste site and a site
that needed to be cleaned up; and that there was
nore or | ess a consensus in the Northwest that we
weren't going to be adding waste to that site, and
that we were going to be striving to, as best we
could -- | think Tom probably said it better. He's
right. It isn't cleanup; it isn't renmediation

It's trying to make the best of a very bad
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situation, but not add to it and do everything we
can to make it better.

And | hope that we can get back to that,
because this plan does not do that. It doesn't do

that at all. |It's a step way in the wong
direction. Because |I think if we have
accommodation in the Northwest, and we have Oregon
and Washi ngton working together, wth our

Congr essi onal del egations, we can find the noney to
get the job done here.

And it wll produce a |lot of good, quality
jobs, just like it's doing right now with the
remedi ati on work that's being done along the river.
It's very inportant work. And we need to do that
for the whole site. | see no reason why we should
| eave waste in the ground and allowit to
contam nate the areas we're cleaning up right now
That's ridi cul ous.

So, you know, | really hope you go back to the
drawi ng board. Don't try to sweep this under the
rug. Don't let this becone a national sacrifice.
| thought we were stepping away fromthat idea.

And | hope that we can get back to the regiona
consensus that we have: This is a society that we

want to clean up; we want to restore; we want to
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use the Hanford Reach as a resource, a recreational
resource.

You' ve got Battelle Labs there that could be
researchi ng energy issues of all sorts. And
Tri-Cities already is a research capital; it can
continue to be so. You know, even this idea
of a -- a reactor nuseum | think the reactor
itself m ght be contam nated and not necessarily
safe to go into, but you can build a replica. It
is a part of our heritage. And | think it ought to
be honored in that way or at |east known as part of
our history.

And we ought to be working together. But this
is a step of working away. This is, once again,
ignoring the wishes of really what | think is the
maj ority of people in the Northwest. And |ook at
The Oregonian editorial today. That's a nminstream
paper. And they were very cl ear about what vision
they expect for the cleanup work at Hanford. And I
think we all are, here in Oregon especially.

So we call on our brothers and sisters in
Washington to work with us. Don't fight us. Don't
go back. Don't go back on the road that didn't
wor k.

Thank you.
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MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Anyone el se that

woul d like to provide additional coment? M' anf?

ADDI TI ONAL COMVENTS BY LOUI SA HAMACHEK:

"' m Loui sa Hanmachek. | spoke a little
earlier. 1'mfrom Eugene, Oregon. And | feel
nyself to be part of the entire Col unbia River
Basin and a connected responsibility.

And | forgot to inquire whether the Departnent
of Energy has seen -- |ooked to what's the effect
of the radiation on the other toxic chem cals that
are the pesticides that are com ng down the
Col unbia River, and the bl ending and the new
chem cals that are being nade. And what's the
effect on the fish and the animals fromthat?

| also wanted to point out that the Col unbia
Cenerating Station is generating waste at the
Hanford site now. It is creating electricity for
the rest of the area, for the Northwest. And I
woul d i ke to ask that that station be shut down,
that we shouldn't just quietly allow this nuclear
power to continue and accept that electricity, and
that the research facility should go towards nore
renewabl e energy that's actually safe. And so

that's nuclear waste right there being generated on
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the site.

Also, if the radiation is in the sal non, and
the salnon are unsafe in the river, | would |ike
that the Departnent of Fish and Wldlife and the
Departnment of Health, or if that's Ecol ogy, would
prevent people fromfishing the fish of the -- of
the Colunbia, and that that honestly be declared to
people that that fish is unsafe. And then nore of
the public would get the point that the river is
pol | ut ed.

And one | ast connection. The -- | was
rem nded about the woman commenting on Kuwait and
Irag, that the depleted uraniumis a weapon that's
bei ng used now in Iraq and Afghanistan, and it was
in the Bal kans. And the increase of the radiation
and the cancers and the birth deformties in the
areas where we have been using that has been --
there has been this enornous junp.

And | would like to know whet her Hanford has
any part in the creation of the depleted uranium
And | would ask that we don't participate in that,
and that there would be a ban on depl eted urani um
And that our Departnent of Energy does not use the
creation of depleted uraniumweapons as a way to

get rid of the waste.
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If you're hard up for where to put it, please
don't throwit in other countries, as that dust
will travel all around the entire world. And it's
absolutely horrible that we are using that as a way
to get rid of it, that harns the people and the
animal s of these other countries that we are --
claimto be at war wth.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you

ADDI TI ONAL COWMENTS BY GERRY POLLET

Gerry Pollet.

There have been several controversies over the
statenents nmade this evening fromthe front of the
room And |I'd like to know if the question-and-
answer period and the presentations were on the
record and reported by the court reporter.

MR. PARHAM The question-and-answer period
was not on the record, and the formal coment
period was on the record. Do you want to add that?

MR, POLLET: [|'d like to formally request that
fromnow on, that the question-and-answer period be
recorded and transcri bed and avail abl e.

Peopl e are testifying on the basis of what
they have been told in the roomfromthe

presenters. And the presenters have made
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1 conflicting statenents between hearings, and

2 statenents that are inaccurate. And then people

3 are sitting here and going, "Well, maybe |

4 shouldn't comment. | don't have comments about

5 waste com ng to Hanford because |'m not concerned,
6 if it won't conme for ten years." That's a legally
7 forceful commtnent, a noratorium they heard.

8 And |'mfloored. And |I'm enbarrassed that

9 none of the officials in the front of the room

10 including Jeff fromthe State of Washi ngton.

11 know you tal ked to sonmeone el se in our organization
12 earlier tonight that the state knows full well that
13 it'"s not a legally, enforceable noratoriumafter

14 the final EIS is issued, and that the Energy

15 Departnent is free to change its m nd whenever it
16 wants to and start transporting waste. Right?

17 So | need sone comment from soneone at the

18 State to correct the Energy Departnent that they
19 made the w ong i npression.
20 And, Mary Beth, | think you know this.
21 And | think there are other issues that the
22 public needs to be able to see and | ook at and go,
23 "Wait a mnute." The presentations had serious
24 I naccuraci es; our question-and-answer period had
25 serious inaccuracies.
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And one of the bottomlines here is, the
Ener gy Departnment and the State of Washington are
here hol di ng public neetings because you' d like to
i ncrease trust in governnent overall. This is a
denocracy. Openness is vital. And to do that, we
have to be honest. You can't have peopl e wal ki ng
away tonight thinking that they were m sled by
public official and still have faith in your
agency.

|"d like to thank you for being here. 1[|'d
like to thank you for holding these hearings. But
I think that we need to nmake sure that when you
speak, you're accurate and people are getting an
accurate representation. And if you hear a
m sstatenent and you're in the front of the room |
think you need to say that the other agency is
m st aken, that State of WAshington has a different
vi ew t han the Energy Departnent.

And it's very inportant that we have that
record. And |I'd like to make sure that the
comments are recorded, the questions and answers
are recorded at the next neeting, and that we get
to see them

Thank you all for comng and sitting here

through the night. Make sure you send a letter to
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your nenbers of Congress and governors. And
unfortunately, we're going to have to be back here,
because they've illegally and inproperly
pi eceneal ed these decisions and left the
G eat er - Than-Cl ass-C waste out of this one.

Again, that's sonmething that is just utterly
unacceptable in terns of open governnent to say
"Yes, we have anot her pendi ng proposal. And we
didn't disclose it in this proposal. And you have
to come to another neeting if you want to testify
on the inpacts of adding that waste to Hanford."
It's wong, and it violates NEPA, and it needs to
be put into this EI S

Thank you.

MR. PARHAM  Thank you. Anybody else? W're
at 20 after the hour. Anyone else |like to nake

addi ti onal conments?

ADDI TI ONAL COMMENTS BY LORI MESERVE

|"ve got one nore word: Transpar ency.

MR. PARHAM Okay. |If there are no additional
comments at this time, | want to thank you for
bei ng so patient you stayed to this hour. And

thanks to the DOE and the two departnments fromthe
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states, and all of you who were very collegial and
very polite. Thank you.

(COMVENTS SESSI ON CONCLUDED AT 10: 22 PM
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